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L ecture No.# 08
Primary and Secondary Data and Related Issues

Well friends this is the second lecture tife module o methodology In the last lecture
| made a distinction between quantitative and qualitative methiodsid that in
sociology in general and in population studiege use quantitative methods and
gualitative methods botlAnd sometimein particularthesedaysin operationgesearch
scientists tend to favor a combination of bafhantitativeand qualitative methods
Quantitativemethods are particularly good when the purpose is tatkegpothess or to
generalize results for larger sample or largepulation And qualitative methods are
particularly good whenhie purpose is to obtain insightfimformation rich data holistic

understanding of the subject or subjective meanings

Now, andin practical research we call operasgasearchin which the purposes to test
hypothess for program interventiordonors these days most of the time expect that we
combine the meth@d So,the old debateold sociologicadebate butwhena quantitative

and qualitative method isot so important now We aretrying to combine methodso

that we can benefit from the good points or staridserits of both the method$oday

we will talk about various types of data and tools and techniques that are used in
collection of dataThis will cover both quantitative ad qualitative when it comes to
collection of real datasociologiss often make a distinction between primary and
secondary datandwe will talk about them and related issues
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Primary data

Primary data are those data which are
collected by the researchers themselves. Thus
the data collected from key informants, survey
data, focus group discussions (FGDs), and
experimental data — frequently used in action
research — are all the types of primary data.

Primary data are those data which are collectetthdyesearchers themselv¥su know

not always all researchers work with their own datast sociologists have worked with
data collected by othersEven importantpeople Sorokin, Kingsley Davis, Emile
Durkheim, Karl Marx, Boudreauxvery few important sciologists have collected their
own datg they have worked with others ddiat these days the field of practical research
or operations research or action reseavehare also expected to collect our odata.
Because the data on the subject on which aetwo work may be lackingAnd toboth
thesetypes of datacollected by others and data collected by us pose different kinds of
difficulties. They have their own merits and demerits #imerefore,sociologists often

make a distinction between primary datal secondary data

Primary data a$ said are thoserhich are collected btheresearchers themselveo, If
am interested isay international migration ariccollect my own datérom Kanpur city
regardingfrom a selected area or from a selected sanmole many people have ever
gone to other countries means abfbaBor what purpose What were their
demographicsage compositionsex compositionmarital status educatio What has
been their experience of goiadproad”Did they send remittance or hadid they spend
their moneywhich they earned in abroad\nd did they continue to stay at thkace of
degination or have they come back? o a survey of this kindam collecting my own

data this is called primary data



But | may alsowrite a good research paper or write a thesidevelop a theory on the
basis of secondary data meaghata on international migration already existoudiected

by some other researcher or by some other agency dealing with migration statistics
may be a passport office or it may be data collected compiled or providednited
Nationsorganizations dealing with population trendifey ardots of agencies to collect

to compile and to disseminate information about migratioternational migration is
anyway an important issudf | am using data collected compiled disseminated or even
analyzed by other$ am making use of secondary data

So,that way primary is my own and whawmes under primary daté/e will talk about

all these methods tools a little bit toddyata collected from key n f o r suavayt 6 s
data,focus group discussions and experimental ,dagguently used in action research
are all the types of primary datdhey aredata collected by the rearchersand
researchers or groups of researchers collect their own data inggngews of key

informants or sampleusvey or focus group discussion by conducting experiments
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Secondary data

Secondary data refer to pre-existing data, collected by
ather researchers in the past for the similar or different
objectives. For example, in situation analysis of
HIV/AIDS, results of national and subnational surveys
on issues pertaining to reproduction, STI/RTI, mortality
and morbidity, administrative records from police and
health departments, development data from District
Rural Development Authaorities (DRDAs), education
data from Basic Education Officers, etc. are secondary
data. They present a broad scenario of development
and HIV/AIDS in the study area.

Then the secondary datalasaid thatsecondarylata refer to prexisting dataDatathat
already exist collected by other researchers in the past for the similar purpose of a
different objectivesSometimesdata may have been collected for some other purpose
butthe natureof data availale is such that it can be used for our own purpose #iso

know like routing administrative statistics collected by different departments of



government stategentral can be used for research purpoBesexamplein situation

analysis ofHIV aids, resuls of national and subational surveysNational surveys are
conducted by population councjl international counc i | for wWomenos
internationalinstitute of population scienceand ministryof health and family welfare
Privateresearclorganization likeORG operatiors research groypnod, marandso on.

Theyare national surveys.

Sometime the same ageesalso conductn-depthstudies in specific states specific
districts. They may be called sufationalsurveys like((cheercop)) project,which was
taken up to study the impact of interventiondiiv aids This project was implemented
only in its limited number of only in certain districts of certain staAewl thenbase line
and end line surveys were conducted tbay be calledubnational So,surveys which
are conduted at the state level distritdvel or lower level but which would provide
insightful information for our purposélhey are sulmational surveys ants STI, RTI
these are the topics on whistirveys nationadnd sulnational have been conduct8d|
sexually transmitted infectionRTI reproductive tract frominfection, mortality,
morbidity pattern®r diseasesadministrative records from police and health department

Development data from distriaural devebpment authoritiesmany types of data are
collected by district rural development authorities not for the purpbsesearchBut for
the purpose ofmonitoring of the prograpor as part of routine collection of statistics or
data pertaining tdevelopment progran§o,DRDA can provide you dat@n how many
groupswereformed in which yeamwhether they are active or inactjweho finance them
what about the sizand what kind of activities were taken up by different self help
groups How much maey was in all spdanon different types of rural development
activities in different years in different financial years for et 10 years

Similarly, we have education dateducationdata routinely collected by basic education
officers if it pertains to basic or elementary education agddistrict inspectors of
schoolsif it pertains to say high school agdu also have data on higher education with
UGC or state departments of higher educatidnd they are, they catfbe used they can
they are called secondary datauppose somebody wartd work on crime inndia then
certain departmestdealing with justicecrime, punishment you knowpolice department
for examplethey are concerned with crime situation and they routinely calleiz or

they maintairdata on various types of crimes in the country



So, from those data you can knpwhat has been the crime ratehat types of crimes
were involved and are there regional differences urban rural differencdspends on
what kind ¢ data are collectedIf the agenes for routine administrative purposes
collect or classify crimes according to urbaand rural areasthen you canfind out
differences in crime ratbetween urban and rural areéisthey maintain record state
wise thenyou can finddifferences in rates in state wjsethey also maintain records
according to agef thevictim or offenderor gender then you can have data according to
that

They represent a broad scenario of developmert\ihaids in the studgrea You know
the things whichl mentioned RT, STI reproduction mortality, morbidity andso on.
These are these are the data which can be obtained from ministry of dlyss@ahy
ministries have provided lot of data on their webdRecentlyl wasusing thedata of
MahatmaGandhiNational Rural EnploymentScheme ministry of rural development
provides lot of data regardinbloriega Implementation ofNoriega in the country
including number ofb e n e f | categarrey @ Heneficiariesnd many other related
issues including issues connected with social auditesedata can be obtained from
welsites total sanitation prograimdira Awaas Yojana there are many government

scheme®n whichsecondary data are available am@ can use thisecondary data
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Why secondary data
Secondary data has the attraction of being natural,
unbiased and nan-obtrusive. in sociology class many of
my Muslim students claimed that Muslims did not
believe in the caste system and the data collected by
sociologists of caste, among Muslims, is biased and

distorted. | told them to look at matrimaonial pages
(newspapers and net), and treat them as the secondary
saurce of data. They are written by Muslims
themselves and they show that common Muslims (or
their parents) are looking for brides and grooms in the
same caste. If they are liberal they write “caste no bar”
This shows that caste among Muslims is a social reality.




Why secondary dafaSecondary data has the attraction of being natumbiased and
nontobtrusiveis nonobtrusivethis termrequires somelarification. In sociology we
often say that thenethod of dat&ollection affectshe qualityand nature of dataeans
methodology #iects the outcome of the studyes sometime methodology may affect
the outcome of the studyrour respondents may not reveal the truthtlry may
underestimater overestimate certaitinings or there may be non response or by the very
fact that somebody is observing thebut the very fact thatan outsider is present
amongst them and observing their behavior can change their behavior

You want tostudy, say communal relationia a village and/ou are preserih the,in the
village and you are and the people know that you have come from outkele may

have their own interpretation of yours whether you are from univer&iom
government from police,from an outside agencyAnd they will havetheir, their own
assessment of your motive alsdheir assessment of your backgrouadd their
assessment of your motive can certainly influence the relationship between different
communities in the villageOne example whichalways giwe inthe classthe problem of
surveysright from the beginning sinc&950when surveys of say ideal family siaee
conducted and we askhat is the ideal number of childrem how for a family of your

type for a family in your sociatconomiccircumstancesWhat is the ideal number of

son® And what is the ideal number of daugRter

They know thatyou have comeeither from universityor from governmentand the
standard answethey will give for which we have a technical term social desirahilit
always our surveys have yielded the same result two sons and one daWiiear
fertility was seven or eight total fertility rate was seven or eight our ideal famiywas
around threeAnd today when fertility has declined to around three even dberndeal
family sizeis same Why does this happ@Because oumethodology of data collection
affectsthe outcome of researchut if peopleare unaware that somebody is watching
them somebody is observing themmd the data are collected in a natsetlip then such
data can be more reliable

So,for survey kind of research or for our own focus grdigzussion sometime we siy
is obtrusive And for data already existingg some form and may be which wedllected
or which was presented by other pestfor some other purposiose data are more

reliable In sociology class many of myuslim students claim thaMuslims do not



believe in thecaste systemSo,whenl saythat inIndia €asteis universal andasteis
found in all religiors, casteis found amongHindus, Muslims, Buddhist Janis Sikhs

Parsifalcommunity all religious communities havaste

Partly becausaoday peoplebelonging to different communities other thEimdus a
large number of them amonverts Some 70 percent,these are truestimatesbut one
can say that say around seventy perceMuglims are converts from some othegiste
Similarly Sikhs are convertsBuddhistsare converts andherefore,caste system is
everywhere But due to religious or ideological kapolitical ideology or religious
ideology students tend to say that Muslims do not believe in theastesystem If |
decide to collect primary data @asteamongMuslims, meanl go to the fieldl talk to
people conduct a survey or focus groupnterview peopleMuslim people and askoo
you believe incast® What are different casteamongMuslims? There their responses
may ke bias and there is a tendermyongMuslimsto say that no they do not believe in
the cas, in theinstitutionsof castebecausesuch institutions are against the baspdrit

of Islam

So,l tell my studentshatlook, look atthe matrimonial pages of news papers and net and
treat them as secondary ddiow this matrimonialare not senby governmentif you
think that state has invested interest in maintainingecastong Muslims. The
matrimonial are not sent by statenatrimonial are not sent by intellectusabr social
matrimonial are sent bypeople who need thenMuslim themselvesAnd thenl tell
studentsnote downhow manymatrimonialfrom Muslims mention their cast And you
know in our countryandanybaly who sends matrimonial knows that for writing caste no
bar, there is some commissipsome concessigand soméwenty percenit depends on
newspapertwenty percentthirty percent If you write caste no bar then you will get

thirty percent concession

And thereforejt is quite rational for writingt is quite rational to write caste no b&o,
that you can get the concessidiut still peoplewrite case that is because they are
looking for a suitable match in their own cagiad if you analyze the data atata from
matrimonialform Muslims you find that most of thetime caste ismentioned they write
ansari, sheikh, sayedddiqui, this or that And sometime they also write that match is

invited only from such caste and thistisis practice issocommon that not only upper



cast. Bit even lower caste maintathe @aste distinction in matrimonialve show tle

caste is universal secondaigta

The, theother dayl got somamatrimonialto the class antishowed that one matrimonial
sent by aGujjars Gujjars you know that @jjars are fighting forgetting the status of
schedule tribe irRajasthanRight now they are under OB@nd they want the status of
schedule tribeThey think thathow in the category of OBCrhey cannot compete with
other OBC like jatts butif they are put in the category of schegltiibe then they will
benefit

So,on the one hand there is a claihat they belong to a lower community or a lower
casteor they have mostlisadvantageand all And at the same timehey maintain the
castesideeven the lowest of the low maintain castentity. So,the matrimonial was

referring to from somé&ujjarsthat say thathey belongto Gujjars community and they

are looking forthis kind of match and certaicategories of Gjjars they mentionednd

B h a tthatotlsey should not applyso, this is secondary data secondavg are not
collecting datadataalrealy exist When we collect data from basic educatmh f i cer 0 s
office and suppose that showshat there isa great,there is agreat gap number of

enrolments between males and females urban andmatas re&

In such cases we can expect that themni®ver estimate sometimever estimate of
enrollment becausthe junior dficers have to send these davasenior officers foand
that may somehow be connectedh their evaluationSo, there may be a tendency to
over report but if you still find tha there aregaps there are differences in enrolment
rates according to gendédr if you find thatby the time students should reach class ten
seventy percent of them dropotihis, thiscan be taken as secondary data to suppert
claim that there igot of school dropout in certain regions in the country andthat
there are differences ienrolment rates according to gender or there are differences
dropout rates at various levelprimary leve] middle leve] high school level

intermediate or lgher levels
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Be cautious

The secondary data can be of immense use but
the problem with secondary data is that those
who collected them may have used other
definitions of study variables than used by the
researcher. One must know these definitions
before using the data. One must also examine the
limitations and various kinds of errars that may
be present in the data. If you are using census or
NSSQO data on work and employment you must
study the definition of employment and
unemployment used by them so that data can be
interpreted accurately.

However one has to exercise cautisrnen usingsecondary dataBecause secondary
data canbe collectedwith a different purpose and with different definitiomsth
different motives So,the secondary data can bef h u ma buttle prabseewith
secondary data is that those who collected them mayusadether definitiors of study
variables than your definitienOne must know these definitions before using the,data
one must also examine the limitations amgious kinds of errors that mayeep inthat

may be present in the datd you are using census or NSSfata on workand
employment you must study the definition of employment and unemployment used by

themsothat data can be interpreted accurately

This is a very common problem in studies of employnrateés everybody defines
employment in a different way or studies of poveig, many agencies have collected
data on povertySo,many agencies have collected data on employnyent planning
commission estimategou haveNSSOestimatesyou haveestimates from say national
applied council of economic researdorry national council of applied economic
researclandthere areother scholarsndividual scholars v important reputed persons
who haveestimated povertyThey many times the differences their findings arise
from the fact that the surveys conducted by them use different definitions of
employment Sometime in the same source also like censlensus, told once that
census started imndia around 1872 and after that we have had decadal censuses

conducted in uninterrupted manner every ten yesamd now many definitiors have been



changing definition gfwhat is urban has been changidefinition of what is work?
Work hasbeen defined in different censuses in different w&gsif you compute level
of urbanization or if you compute work participation rate and compare tvemthe
years over census decadethenthere is a difficulty 6 correct interpretation of changes
in work participation rates or urbanizatidBecausen those yearin which definitiors
change youcard compare two censuigures census figure from two consecutive

censuses

When the definition have changade exactly cannot be compateSo,sometimes the
change of definition can lead to over estimation of urbanizatieometime it can lead

to under of urbanizatiorOne example of this is literacy up to a certain pditgracy
rate inIndia was computed byaking all the number of literate people in the numerator
and the whole population in the denominatuit in one census here it was decidpdt

in the denominator we will take population of seven plus.oNbyw, once you reduce
your denominator from totgpopulation to seven plusmmediately your literacy rate

goes up

So,somepeoplemay be some suspicion oynicismmay also sayhat the purpose was
to show that the literacy rate has gone beysbgearsor so, sorry60 percent That may
not be themotive and this may be quite have in denominator seven plbgcause we
do notexpect zero to sia small children to be literat&So,seven plus make sense lot of
sense but the point is that if the definition of literacy or definition of literacy rate
changing then the data on literacy rat#taired from consecutive censuses in which

different definitions were useate not comparable

So,when you are usingecondary data you must be vegreful aboytwhat definitions
were use@ Definition, What wordings wereuse® How question or how items or how
scales were standardz&Vhat were the reference peridtidn the study of poverty
reference period creates special problefosnetimes in consumption surveys reference
period is one week sometime om®nth for some purposes it may be one y&ar,it
depends in lot if you are using secondary data then you musbhbmighaboutthese
things Sometimes secondary data may atemtain other types of errorBor example,
age data of censuage data of gesuscontains lot of errorghere is something called age
hipping students of population know thatir respondents have a tendencyefoort ages

ending in certain digits lik® and5 and a tendency to avoid digits likeand3.



So,if you look atagedistribution of a populatiom single yearsyou find lots of ups and
downs which are absuhd this absurdity arises only from digit preferemcesporting

age dataSo,you must be aware of that and ways must be found to indentify the kind of
errois you have in the dataAnd to modify data or to rectify those errors in the data
before the data are use for planning or forecadtimganalytical purposesNow, you

have while secondary data is very usefabmetime more useful and cheaper aysu

know you want to study seasonal migration from some redgimw you canvery well
conduct a surveybut conducting a survey wouldbviouslyrequires lot of resources in

terms of man power time money

If you have secondary data on how many tickets are soldhich destinatiorirom the
local railway statiorthat is a very good source data on migrationSo,y o lufidd that
in certain montifrom someeastern P district more tickets were sold féddumbali in
some other seasomsss ticketwere sold Smilarly, more peopleone can observe by
sitting at the railway station that in some months more people arrive Nrombai or
other destinations in some months and less in otfidgnis, datg data secondary data
already existing data on number of ticket sold different months for different

destination are very useful data

And you cancombine two types adatg you canuse secondary data for augration for
seasonal outmigratiorY ou can use observations @imary data forseasonainigration
to the, to the placavhere you are studying means in migratioor &utnigration you can
see data on tickefsr inmigrationyou can go for observati@or you can go for seasonal
in migration to railway stationef destinationdMlumbai or Calcuttaor whichever otbkr

major destinations and obtain data on ticket sold ferift places frorthere.
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Among Indian researchers there has been a
preference for primary data. Today we have
very rich data on population and related

issues, produced by censuses, national and

sub-national surveys and sample registration
scheme (SRS). One can do good research by
analysing these data through innovative
conceptual schemes and advanced statistical
techniques.

Thereamonglindian researchers there has been a preference for primaryhdataver,

we have very rich data on population and related isptmduce by censusesational

and sulnational surveys and samphkgistration schem&ne can do very good research
by analyzing this datathrough innovative conceptual schemes and advance statistical
techniquesYou can produce very good papebur PHD students generally N?hil, PhD
students have a tendency to collect their own datatteedfeel very happyby saying

that they hagtheir own primary data to support their hypotses

Actually there issco much of data available frorsecondary sourceSom ministry
websites from IIPS, from research organizations and fragovernment departments
from statistics collected routinely for administrative purpo3est you can do very good
research extensive researchin-depth researchjust by analyzing tbse data
Unfortunatelylots of data arecollected in census and NSSOand our academicians
have not done justice to those dd&afessorBosein one of hisessay iInEPW said that
all research organizatism the country are more busy analyzing data fidRHS, RCA

national familiar surveyreproductive and child health survey etcetera

And somuch of datds wasted in censusesidsurveys which are of vergod quality
Census dataNSSOdatg very good quality of datadifferent dimensions olomplex
issues of socioeconomic phenomena and there is a need to do research 80, that

somebodyyou need not always collect your own dafacourse,f you are working on



somethingnew, like somebodys working on the issue of palliative health carkere is
no research on palliative health care even the idea of palliative health care Samew
you will have to collect your owdata on palliative health car® study what are the
needs of the clidgg, to study what are the problems of care giverstudy what are the
motivatiors of volunteersto study inin what kind of setuppalliative health care is more

successful

These daysve UN agencies are also talkimmg Keralamodel of palliative careSo,some

to studyKeralamodel of palliative careyou have to collect primary datAnd we have
seen that irKeralaalso there are diverse approaches to palliative heatdnot in all
the districts you have the same model some district you haveommunity based
mode] in some district you havBlGO based modebr hospital based model and there
are differencesThere arethere are differences in succesdedures and one needs to
collect primary data on needs of client familiescane giversor those specific members
of family, who provide palliative health cane the family setupr volunteersor doctors

or professionalsor community membeysr donors

Sometimereligious organizationsometime NGOSometime government department
are providng funds forrunning palliative care unit$§o, you require primary data there
see it dependsbut while discussing primarand secondary data among studelike
studentf sociology and population would say that in our country today there is lot of
good quality secondary data afollected by decadal censuses aN&SO and
organizationsLike if you approach organizations like applied economic research they
will be happy to give you data these dagsearch organizations are rgad provide

their data So,national familiar surveyRCH these data you want their day@u write to
them to their director whoever is in chamfedata collectiorunit and they will give you

data sometime they charge some money fatr th

And these data can beeanalyzedihe advantage of using secondary data would be that
these people who have these organizations who have collected secondary data are
specialized organizationdnd they have spent lot of fundBhatthey have ensured good

that the data of good quality aoellected by trainingby spending more mongpy
designing tools and technigyesore properlyacademicallyby consulting national and
international expertén the field So,you have good quality data agdu are,youin your

own PhD or M Phil research if you go for primary datiay be you can collect data



from hundred people two hundred three hundred here in secondary data yoashave
large sample as80,000. So,why not use secondary ddtavould say thatyou should use

secondary data as oftas possible
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ETHICAL ISSUES IN DATA COLLECTION

Research on human subjects presents several
dilemmas and conflicts as the researchers have
to develop a set of ethical guidelines for all
those people involved in the research process at
any stage. Ethical considerations demand that
the researchers respect the subjects and do not
do anything which can harm the subject. The
subjects should be properly informed about the
nature of research and its possible uses. In ather
words, the research has to adopt a “no harm
policy”

There, therare also some ethical issues in data collectimaterm ethics means maral
social Sofar, unfortunately in our countrthough the total size of thguantum of social
science researclwasvery high Generally we did not bother about ethical issuésry

few students of social sciences have even heard this term ethical issues in data collection
Whatever guidelines foethicswere develogd, they were developed in the context of
medical or biologicatesearchesSocial scientist who are completely free to take up any
kind of problem use any methoitl was on their own fancy and whims to decide what
kind of data andow will be collectedEthical concerns are new concetng let me tell

you that if yau are going to publish your paper in international journal today in reputed
journal they will certainly ask you whether your research was perméfpgdovedoy an

ethical committee of their institute

In if you are working for a donor organization like pdth n disternatonal or
population council they will ask whethgou have followed the ethical guidelinesnd
whetheryourtools and techniquegour surveymethodologyyour itemsand your whole
approach you know they were approved by the ethical committee of yosftrtute

Ethics means thabehave in a moral manndrehave in aocially responsible manner



What is to behave in a morally responsible or socially responsible manmsearch? It

i ti®lke this,Research on human subjects presents several dilemmas and conflicts as
the researchers have to develop a set of ethical guiddioresl those people who are
involved in the research process at any stage

You know they are yoursenior researchersupervisorsfield workers they are your
subjectsthey are youc o d gdat® analyststatisticiansdonors eversoanybody who is
involved in the research has to follogertain ethical guideline Ethical consideratios
demand that & researchers respect the sulgjacd do not do anything which can harm
the subjectThe subject should be properly informed about the nature of research and its
possible usesn other words the resedrdias to adopt a no harm policyom | cannot
go to peopleo bureaucrats or middle ranking officers and tell them ktzah collecting
data on corruption on bribplease provide me datad supposén good faith thinking
thatl am only a social scientist ahavill only publish papersl collecttheythey give me
lots of confidential or personal information about theabout their malpractices
corruption bribe with their own justificatiorend or may beif they havehidden some

income fromincome tax returns

Now, I, | am notsupposedo use hat information | am not supposeto write to
commissioner of income tax that such and spetson hadalsely reported his or her
income on the income tax retudnam not supposkto diverge information which is of
confidential nature to the communityormally in surveg | am suppose tpresent only
the findings of the study and information of confidential natat®mut a specific
individuals is not to be diverge thawill be unethical. Aything which can harm
somebodywhich can harm my researchemswhch can harm a particular community
Normally such types oflata should not be diverge such type ofinformation about

specific individuals should not be diverge
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When fieldworkers approach the individuals and
groups with whom they need to talk in an
opportunistic manner, they must respect the needs
and wishes of people with regard to privacy. The
subjects whao are asked to share information during the
fieldwork should not be put to any kind of risk during
the process, nor should participation in the process
lead to any kind of lass. The purpose of research and
the methods involved should be explained to all
subjects approached by the research team. On the
basis of information respondents may give their
consent (written ar aral) ta participate in the research
or not.

When field workers approach the individuals and groups witlitim whom they need to

talk in an opportunistic mannefhey must respect the needs and wistfgseople with

regard to privacy in il privacy, confidentiality privacy, respecting your subjecthese

are other issues the subjects who are asked to stfarmation during the field work
should not be put to any kind of riséluring the process nor should participation in the
process lead to any kind of Iodess may be loss of wagesr loss & prestige The
purpose of research and the methods involve should be explained to all the subjects
approached by the researchiam.

On the basis of information respondents may give their consent to participate in the
research or notSo, written or verbalthese dgs it has become an important piece of
informationin research to right whether written or oral consent of the particpesd

taken
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Respondents are informed that session will |ast about one
hour (or whatever is the expected time for interview or
experiment), and they are not obligated to stay till the end
f they do not wish to. They are told where the session will
be held, how the information they share will be kept
secure, and that their participation in the mapping will
remain anonymous. The ethical issues acquire great

significance while dealing with vulnerable populations, such
as commercial sex workers, truckers, the marginal
communities and others who come from disadvantaged
sections of society. With them an attitude of equality and
sharing should be maintained. This requires that before the
actual work is taken up the research proposal is cleared by

a duly constituted ethical committee up

Respondents are informedethessios will how long, how longyour sessiosiwill last?

What kind of informationwill be collecte® How you are going to make use of that
information for whose purposehis research is being conductedReTethical issues
acquire great significance while dealing with vulnerable population such as commercial
sex worlers suppose in some groum confident they tell me that yes there are sex
workers numberand distributionl am not suppose to provide this research information
to local police or local administratiptoecause then it canebuse to exploit the sex
worker, truckers marginal communities and others who come from disadvantaged
sectionssociety While working with theman attitude of equalitgnd sharing should be
maintained This requirethat before the actual work is taken up the research proposal is

cleared by a dulgonstituted ethical committee
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It may be noted that in “no harm policy” harm has to
be defined in a broader sense. It covers not only loss of
income or clientele it also covers embarrassment aor
shame. Imagine that a male investigator is interviewing
a female respondent on sexuality, childbirth practices
or RTI/STI in an Indian village. Will the respondent feel
comfortable? If you are a woman, would you like to be
a respondent in such a study? If the answer is no, it
means that even if permitted by donors, such a
research practice is unethical. Male respondents must
be interviewed by males and female respondents by
females. However, if the topic of research is poverty or
ane is collecting data on education and waork, topics
which have no connection with sexuality, then it may
be accepted if male investigator collects data from
female subjects.

And this no harm policis na simply loss of wagesl just give an example likgou are
collecting data ofRTI, STI from women olPPHpostpartum hemorrhadeom women It

is not ethical or rightful by sending is not ethical or rightful to senanen, men
investigatos for collecting data from womemn such sensitive matters male respondents
must be interviewed bynales and female respondents by femdétewill be very
embarrassing for women ampgbod quality data will also not come if you are sending
men to interview womerHowever if the topic of research is poveatyone is collecting
data on education which aresex neutral topics then it may beaccepted if male

investigatorcollects data from female subjects
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Methods of data collection

* Survey

* Experimental method
* Observation

* Focus Group Discussion
* Fieldwork

Now methods of data collectiprnprimary dataare survey experimental methqd

observationfocus group discussion and fieldwork
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Survey

Population surveys produce objective data
from a sample of respandents on biographic
details of the respondents, concepts of health,

knowledge and misconceptions, attitudes and
beliefs, practices, fertility, mortality, migration,
health seeking behaviour, and affordability of

treatment, etc.

Survey, population surveygroduce objective data from a sample of respondents on
biographic details of the e s p o n abrcepts dfshealihknowledge misconception
attitudes beliefs practices fertility, mortality, migration health seeking behavior and
affordability of treatmentSometime inoperation research quality of servicgiality of

services or counselinthese have become some of the iss@esne of the earlst



surveysin population stutks were KAP type knowledge attitude and practice regarding
fertility and family planning These daysnore surveys abusdrug abusegrisk behavior
health accessibilityto health servicedelief systemsocial representation ése kinds of

studies have become more commmo
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In survey ane needs to define

Purpose of the study

Specific objectives of the study
Hopaotheses

Sampling methodology

Interview schedules, i.e., exact questions to be
asked in the interviews with fixed wordings and
arder

Field operations
Analysis plan
The structure of the report

To conduct a survepne needs to define purpose of the study very clea&lgpecific
objectiveof the studyHypothess, if there are some hypothesssampling methodology
or sample designinterview scheduleghat areexact questions to be asked the
interviews with fixed wordings and orde®urveys are believed to be part of scientific
methodology So, as far as possible our survey methodology should be free drym
kind of bias interviewers bias researchersinterviewers bias researchersias in
selection of sample in wordings order of questionsn data analysis at all stages care
must be exercise to makiata free from biases of researcharall those involved in the

researchRHeld operationsthen analysis plan and the structure of the report



(Refer Slide Time: 45:21)

Sampling: A major issue
Since it is not always possible to collect data
from the entire universe, researchers have to
depend on sampling. They are, however,
aware that the results of the sampling survey
are subject to sampling fluctuations.

Therefore, along with means, proportions and
other advanced statistics such as regression
coefficients, estimates of standard error and
confidence interval of these of statistics
should also be given. This tells them how
reliable their statistical findings are.

So heseare the things sampling. Sampliing a major issuesinceit is not always
possible to collect data from the entire universe researchers have to depend on sampling
Theyarehowever,aware that the results of the samplargsubject to certainvhat we

call sample fluctuatio® You are not studying the whofgpulation; youare studying

only a party of that Therefore,along with meansproportions and others advance
statistics such as regressigoefficients path coefficient estimatesof standarderror.

Even if yougive say, skewness of gur data, kirtosis of your datsfourth momentthird
momentregression coefficient of betaverything everythingthat comes fronsample
study as sampling fluctuationA subject to sampling fluctuatisrand therefore,has a

standard error associated with it
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Objectivity

The main advantage of the surveys is their
objectivity. Here an attempt is made to make
all steps of research independent of the
understanding of researcher. For example,
simple random sampling is preferred over
purposive sampling so that the decision to
identify sampling units is taken on unbiased
basis.

So,we mustprovide standard errors and shestandare@rrors dependn sample size and
therefore,it is important to think about the sample siZéghe main advantage their
objective status | have already said that tlserveys are known for your objectivity and
thereforethey are considered to be a part aéstfic method and this also means thmat

place of going for purpose sampling where slangpdecided by the researcher
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Analysis

In analysis plan, the researcher must decide in
advance what statistics, graphs, charts and
models would be required to interpret data so
that the objectives of the study are achieved.
We have found that this has often helped us

even in adding some items to interview
schedule or deleting some from there.
Interview schedules with all close ended
guestions are called structured interview
schedules and thaose with some close ended
and some open ended questions are called
semi-structured interview schedules.

It is better to go for probability samplinthen analysisome time later we will tallof

about analysisnore
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Organization of the report

Lastly, deciding about the organization of the report in
advance also helps. The report must be divided into a
number of chapters. The first chapter presents the
statement of the problem. It may also cover the review
of literature, conceptual framewaork of the study,
objectives and hypotheses. The second chapter may
present the methodology and methods. The third
chapter may present the characteristics of the sample.
This is followed by twao or three chapters of major
findings. The last chapter is devoted to discussion. It
should include the limitations of the study and suggest
some problems for future research.

And then((normalize))some of the reparhormally organization of the report shoudd
like this, it must be divided into a number of chaptdfsst chapter about the statement
of the problemreview of literatureconceptual framework of the stydypothess and
objective These kinds of things must bgatedabout the research mesgverything about
theresearchThenthe second chapter what methodolagy methods you have followed
guantitative qualitative combination triangulation what Then the third chapter
characteristics of anple becauseyour finding depend heavily on whom your
respondent$or and thenone or two or three chapters on the findingsin findings of

the study and last chapter is devoted to discussion
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Key respondents interview

There are some people in the field who know a lot about
subjects relevant for the study. They may be defined as key
respondents and they may be contacted to learn more
about the subject. For example, palice officials can tell a lot
about cases of domestic viclence, rape and other crimes
against women in the area and also relate them to social
structure and value system of the region. Doctors can tell a
ot about pockets of vulnerability under their jurisdiction,
causes of STI/RTI and HIV/AIDS, general health beliefs, and
social class variations in risk. Schoolteachers can tell a lot
about variations in and causes of school drop out. Migrant
workers can tell about the causes of migration, routes that
migrants follow, and life and risks at places of destination.

Another method of key e s p o nindeevievt Reaple who ar&nowledgeablebout the
field are called key respondents like doctors know about the natuepidémics or
mortality, police superintendent or senior police officenay know about the crime
village heads may know abowgtste relationscommunity relations or development
activities or some rickshaw pullers in some high risk area may know atmtute of
sexual locations size andso on. They are key respondents and key respondents

interviews can reveal a lot
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Experimental method

» Experimental data can be used for testing specific
hypotheses regarding policy initiatives. Usually
this implies:

- comparison of control and experimental groups;
or

- comparison of baseline and end line data

» The idea is to test whether something
(experiment or intervention) has an effect. If the
data are collected using appropriate scales one
may also use the analysis of variance and
covariance techniques for analysing data.




Experimental method wantsnipassing I mentioned about experim&al method
Experimental methodtan be usedof testing specifilypothesesusually this implies
comparison of control and experimental groups or comparison of base line and end line
data Beforebaseline means before an intervention is magau colle¢ socialeconome

data and data pertaining your study variables and then after the intervention has been
made Again you collect theamesocioeconomiaata and data pertaining to your study
variables compare thenfihis is based line end line sometime you require only two data

point sometime you nyarequire collecting data #tree four or more times

The idea is to test whatr somethindias an effecand if the data are colleetl using
appropriate skillsone may ask with the analysis of variants anevagants techniques

for analyzing data
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Experimental method is important becaysel know the findings maglepend not only
on interventionbutalso on many other factors socioecongrhiographi¢c demographic
and by using the idea of control and experimental weotgnsure that thiendingsor the

findings about effectiveness of intervention only and not about anything else



